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It brings me great pleasure to pay 

special tribute to Emily Brown, as she 
is recognized for her scholastic 
achievements in National History Day. 

Emily is a student at Sunrise Park 
Middle School in White Bear Lake, 
MN, and was one of 12 students chosen 
from across America to display and 
present her history project at the 
White House Visitors Center on June 
15. Emily’s project is titled ‘‘The Iron 
Jawed Angel: Alice Paul takes a stand 
for women’s right to vote.’’ 

I congratulate Emily as she is hon-
ored for her presentation and commend 
her for her dedication and commit-
ment. I join with the citizens of Min-
nesota in wishing Emily well in all her 
future endeavors.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF STEELE, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
recognize a community in North Da-
kota that will be celebrating its 125th 
anniversary. On June 30–July 2, the 
residents of Steele will gather to cele-
brate their community’s history and 
founding. 

Steele is a thriving community in 
North Dakota. The city was founded by 
Wilbur F. Steele in 1878. He purchased 
the land from the railroad and had 
hopes that the city would house the 
State capitol. Mr. Steele constructed a 
building in the city to serve as a place 
for the legislature to meet. Since 
Steele was not chosen as the State’s 
capital, the building became the Kidder 
County Courthouse, which is still in 
use today. 

Steele is best known for its 381⁄2 foot 
high Sandhill Crane. This piece of art 
was inspired by the numerous birds and 
ducks that migrate through Steele 
each year. Steele has plenty to offer to 
its residents and visitors, from the golf 
course and parks to fishing, hunting, 
and crosscountry skiing. 

The community has planned a won-
derful weekend celebration to com-
memorate its 125th anniversary. The 
celebration includes an all school re-
union, parade, fireworks, auction, out-
door concert, a street dance, and much 
more. 

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to 
join me in congratulating Steele, ND, 
and its residents on their first 125 years 
and in wishing them well through the 
next century. By honoring Steele and 
all the other historic small towns of 
North Dakota, we keep the great pio-
neering frontier spirit alive for future 
generations. It is places such as Steele 
that have helped to shape this country 
into what it is today, which is why this 
fine community is deserving of our rec-
ognition. 

Steele has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 
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ASSOCIATION OF ENERGY SERVICE 
COMPANIES 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 50th anniversary 

of the Association of Energy Service 
Companies and the beneficial contribu-
tions it has made to the oil and gas in-
dustry since February 1956. This orga-
nization has helped unite the oil and 
gas industry and advocates the most 
efficient production models for all of 
the member companies, resulting in 
vastly superior oil and gas operations 
across the Nation. 

The association formed when six 
service contractors met and formed the 
Association of Oil Well Servicing Com-
panies to combat increasing govern-
mental regulations, rising insurance 
costs, and the rising difficulty in em-
ployee recruitment. With Mr. Frank 
Poole appointed as the first president, 
the association began to gradually 
grow and gain prominence in the oil 
and gas industry. Soon after formation, 
the group grew to represent 35 wells 
and 15 trucks and eventually placed an 
association chapter in 17 oil-producing 
States. 

Over the past 50 years, the organiza-
tion has blossomed from 6 members to 
over 400. The association currently 
boasts representation of over 70 per-
cent of the well-servicing rigs in do-
mestic oil production. In 1996, due to a 
rapidly growing national membership 
and expansive chapter representation, 
the Association of Oil Well Servicing 
Companies changed their name to the 
Association of Energy Service Compa-
nies. 

The AESC continues to lead the oil 
and gas industry by providing a host of 
services including safety training and 
seminars on current and new tech-
nology, environmental protection ini-
tiatives, monthly meetings of State 
and local chapters, as well as national 
meetings, conferences, and tradeshows. 

Mr. President, as the members of the 
AESC prepare to celebrate 50 years of 
dedicated service, I extend my con-
gratulations to all of those members 
who have remained committed to ex-
cellence in the oil and gas industry. In 
a world driven by oil and gas produc-
tion and consumption, this organiza-
tion has provided guidance and regula-
tion to maintain equal standards in a 
competitive industry. For the next 50 
years and beyond, I sincerely hope this 
organization’s leadership and dedica-
tion to fairness remains as strong as it 
has been the past 50 years.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROGER MEIER 
∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to a great man, Roger 
Meier. 

The late Oregon Governor Tom 
McCall once said, ‘‘Heroes are not 
giant statues framed against a red sky. 
They are people who say, ‘This is my 
community and it is my responsibility 
to make it better.’ ’’ 

When Roger Meier passed away on 
June 5, I lost a trusted friend and Or-
egon lost a true hero. Through leader-
ship, vision, and generosity, Roger 
made his community of Portland and 
his State of Oregon a better place in 
which to live, work, and raise a family. 

Roger was a fourth-generation Orego-
nian and a descendant of the founders 
of the Meier and Frank Company, one 
of Oregon’s most beloved institutions. 
Roger spent 13 years working in the 
family business before venturing out 
on his own and serving as president and 
CEO of a privately owned investment 
company for more than 30 years. 

Roger earned a reputation as a savvy 
analyst of the business and financial 
scene. He put his intelligence and 
knowledge to work for all Oregonians, 
serving for 13 years as chairman of the 
Oregon Investment Council, which 
helps to manage pension funds for Or-
egon’s public employees. Under his 
stewardship, Oregon’s portfolio of in-
vestments grew from $400 million to $7 
billion. 

Roger was also a tireless advocate for 
and a generous philanthropist to 
countless worthy causes and charitable 
organizations, including the Oregon 
Health Sciences University, Good Sa-
maritan Hospital, and the Oregon His-
torical Society. Roger and his wonder-
ful and gracious wife of 54 years, 
Laura, also had a special love of art. 
Along with their good friends, Pete and 
Mary Mark, Roger and Laura’s gen-
erosity has helped to make the Port-
land Art Museum into a world-class in-
stitution. 

It was fitting that a memorial trib-
ute to Roger was held at the Portland 
Art Museum on June 11. My prede-
cessor, Senator Mark Hatfield, spoke 
at the service and said that there was 
one word he believed best summed up 
Roger: gentleman. 

Senator Hatfield was right. A man of 
courtesy, kindness, honesty and integ-
rity, Roger Meier was a true gen-
tleman. He will be greatly missed by 
Laura, by his daughters Alix and Jill 
and their families, by his friends, and 
by the community and State he served 
so ably.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF SOUTH 
DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize South Dakota State 
University, which is celebrating its 
125th year anniversary. 

Over the past 125 years, SDSU has 
proven to its students, faculty, and 
alumni that ‘‘you can go anywhere 
from here.’’ South Dakota State Uni-
versity, or SDSU, was founded in 1881 
as the primary agriculture university 
in my home State of South Dakota, 
and 125 years later it now holds the dis-
tinction of being the State’s largest 
university. SDSU not only provides 
students with an excellent academic 
environment, but beginning in 2004, the 
SDSU Jackrabbits started partici-
pating in NCAA Division I athletics. 

It gives me great pleasure to rise 
with the students, faculty, and alumni 
of South Dakota State University in 
celebrating their 125th year anniver-
sary and wish them continued success 
in the years to come.∑ 
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